
APPROACHING DROPOUTS AMONG GIPSY PUPILS: A STUDY OF THE 

SITUATION IN AN ASTURIAN MUNICIPALITY

María del Henar Pérez Herrero. Departamento de Ciencias de la Educación (Universidad de Oviedo). henar@uniovi.es

Ángela Antúnez Sánchez. Departamento de Psicología (Universidad de Oviedo). antunezangela@uniovi.es

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

This study has been partially funded by “Severo 

Ochoa” research scholarship (BP14-108) and 

Gypsy Secretariat Foundation (Asturias – Spain) 

REFERENCES
Derrington, C. (2007). Fight, Flight and Playing White: An Examination of Coping Strategies Adopted by Gypsy Traveller Adolescents in English Secondary Schools. International Journal of Educational

Research, 46(6), 357-367.

European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice/Cedefop (2014). Tackling Early Leaving from Education and Training in Europe: Strategies, Policies and Measures. Eurydice and Cedefop Report. Luxembourg:

Publications Office of the European Union.

Fundación Secretariado Gitano (2013). El alumnado gitano en secundaria: un estudio comparado. Retrieved from http://www.gitanos.org/upload/56/22/EstudioSecundaria.pdf

Instituto Nacional de Evaluación Educativa (2014). Sistema estatal de indicadores de la educación 2014.

http://www.mecd.gob.es/dctm/inee/indicadoreseducativos/seie2014/seie2014web.pdf?documentId=0901e72b819cf31e

Myers, M., McGhee, D., & Bhopal, K. (2010). At the crossroads: Gypsy and Traveller parents' perceptions of education, protection and social change. Race Ethnicity and Education, 13(4), 533-548. Rosario, P.,

Núñez, J. C., Azevedo, R., Cunha, J., Pereira, A., & Mourao, R. (2014). Understanding gypsy children's conceptions of learning: A phenomenographic study. School Psychology International, 35(2), 152-166.

STRENGTHS

Consistency between the
review and the interviews

Triangulation in data 
collection and analysis

Preliminary results
consistent with other
studies with larger

samples

WEAKNESSES

Small sample

Assessment based on
external view: reports
and key informants

PROPOSALS FOR THE 
FUTURE

More interviews and 
maybe focus groups

Include students and 
families in the study

Establish previous
rapport with the students

and families

OBJECTIVE

Identify the factors affecting school drop-out among the Roma ethnic students, 

named çiganos, enrolled in the school of an Asturian municipality (Spain).
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Source: Compilation based on FSG (2013); INEE (2014).

TOPIC

Reducing high drop-out rates,

closely linked to truancy,

underachievement and academic

failure, has become one of European

Union’s highest priorities (European

Commission, 2014) because this

issue constitutes an individual risk

factor and jeopardise the economic

growth and the social cohesion in

the society at large (INEE, 2014).

This problem disproportionately

affects the gypsy youth, thus

perpetuating their social exclusion

(FSG, 2013).

PREVIOUS RESEARCH
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METHOD

Needs assessment

Semi-structured in-depth interviews designed, 
validated, applied to four practitioners (key

informants), transcribed and classified 
on the basis of thematic criteria

Review of scientific 
literature and 

documentation and 
legal regulations
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Categories

• Most of çigano children, youngsters and families’ difficulties
take place at school.

• They are related to retention in compulsory and upper
secondary education.

• They are also associated with high levels of dependence on
social aids, low levels of personal and selfcare habits, low
academic expectations and early dropout of the school system.

• Influence of family’s ideological barriers related to the value of
education along with socioeconomic, cultural, educational and
personal needs were uncovered and linked to early school-
leaving.

RESULTS

• School counsellors should develop their work in the school
context from an inclusive perspective.

• They should constitute a linking element between schools, pupils
and their families, other professionals who work with the latter
more closely, and people who research on this topic at university,
in order to become truly collaborative work teams, to find
solutions and make preventive and intervention proposals,
adapted to this group’s needs.

WHAT CAN 
BE DONE

http://www.mecd.gob.es/dctm/inee/indicadoreseducativos/seie2014/seie2014web.pdf?documentId=0901e72b819cf31e

